When should my student start test prep?

Test prep for the ACT or SAT—which includes mastering test strategies in addition to reviewing content knowledge—may begin at different times of the year,
based on a student’s starting score. To determine the starting score, we have students take a full, proctored ACT or SAT diagnostic exam at our office. The perfect
time to take a diagnostic is the spring of sophomore year; that way, no matter a student's score on the diagnostic exam, they still have enough time to prepare for
official tests. But students can take a diagnostic test in summer before junior year, as well. Below are the three general testing timelines we recommend for
students depending on their starting scores.

Start Prep Spring/Summer before junior year

Timeline 1

Starting ACT composite < 22
or combined SAT <1100

PSAT n/a
In-School ACT
March (if offered) SAT
Target
(choose 1)
May SAT
Test Date July ACT
September ACT SAT
Backup
(choose 1)
November SAT
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Timeline 2
Starting ACT composite 22-30

or combined SAT 1100-1400

Summer/Fall of junior year

February ACT
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(choose 1)
April ACT
Test Date June ACT SAT
August SAT
Backup
(choose 1)
October ACT SAT
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To get started, sign your student up for a free diagnostic exam at the Galin Education office (or provide an official score report) so we know your child's starting
score. Then set up a consult by emailing us at info@galined.com or calling us at 608-841-1053. Once we understand your family's and student’s needs, we will
make a recommendation on the appropriate program for you.
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